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APR 19, 1940 - FEB 19, 2016

ames John Aitken

James (Jim) Aitken of Canadian Lakes died peacefully surrounded by loved ones
at Woodland Hospice in Mt. Pleasant, MI on February 19th. Born April 19, 1940, Jim
grew up in Eaton Rapids, MI where he was the oldest of four children. An avid athlete
in high school he lettered in football, basketball and baseball. He joined the Army
ROTC at MSU and became the president of the Army ROTC honorary Scabbard and
Blade. He paid his way through college by working summers and weekend nights at
his uncle’s grain storage company in Eaton Rapids. After graduating with honors in
Accounting from MSU, and marrying his hometown sweetheart, Sandy Hansen, he
joined the U.S. Army and served as a 1st Lieutenant in the United States Army
Finance Corp in San Antonio, Texas, during the early years of the Vietnam War. He
was then promoted to Captain in the Army Reserves. Jim went on to become a CPA,
certified for over 40 years, and eventually became a partner with Ernst and Ernst
(Ernst and Young) where he worked for 20 years. One of his favorite clients was the
Detroit Tigers.
Jim started teaching accounting at Central Michigan University part time in the early
80’s. He loved teaching and eventually began teaching full time at CMU. He was
gleefully meticulous about lesson planning and making a positive impact on his
students’ learning. Often referring to himself as “Uncle Jim” to his students, he took
pride in being tough but fair and was ultimately a popular, well-liked professor. Jim
continued to teach at CMU through last fall when he became ill.
Aside from being in the classroom, editing accounting textbooks for publishing
companies, playing hearts, doing crossword puzzles or Sudoku, Jim was happiest in
his car, cruising the countryside and discovering new ways to get from one place to
another, and checking out local American Legion posts along the way. He also loved
golf, motorcycle trips, gourmet food, and the water; being near water was a lifelong
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priority for him, giving him a sense of peace and happiness.

He is survived by his three daughters, Susan (Ann Arbor, MI), Jeanie (Aptos, CA) and
Mary (Ludington, MI), 5 grandchildren and 1 great grandchild, brother Robert (Bob)
Aitken and sister Patricia (Patsy) Banfield, and his dear friend and companion for the
past several years, Marilyn West of Canadian Lakes. Jim and Marilyn spent the last
several years enjoying Florida together in the winters and Michigan the rest of the
year. He is also survived by his Pappy’s family, who he loved and appreciated dearly
for over twenty five years.

Funeral services will be held on April 20th at 11:00 a.m. at St. Michael Catholic
Church in Remus, MI with visitation beginning at 10:00 a.m. An open
house/luncheon and celebration of Jim’s life will follow at Pappy’s on M-20 in
Rodney, MI. Donations can be made in Jim’s name to the following: CMU School of
Accounting Scholarship Fund or to American Legion Post 98. Make checks out to
CMU School of Accounting with reference to Jim Aitken in the memo line. Send to
CMU College of Business, 150 E. Bellows Street, ABSC 250-Grawn Hall, Mt. Pleasant,
MI 48859. OR checks can be made out to American Legion Post 98 (with reference to
“Big Jim” Aitken in the memo line.) Send to American Legion Post 98, 320 S. 4th
Street, Big Rapids, MI 49307.
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Tribute Wall James John Aitken

APR 19, 1940 - FEB 19, 2016

Fred Phillips posted:

I only just now heard about Jim's passing. | am so thankful | got to know Jim through his meticulous
editing of my textbook. He demonstrated patience and perseverance, guiding me from the first
edition through the fifth edition. | appreciated his direct and always constructive advice. But most of
all, I appreciated his friendship. May your family have many warm memories of you. | do.Fred
PhillipsUniversity of Saskatchewan (Canada)

May 24 at 5:59 PM

Dennis Long posted:

| remember growing up watching the interaction between Jim and Colonel Long.Hours of stories and
laughter filled the night. Those are good family memories that warm my heart.Dennis Long

April 19 at 8:47 PM

Peter Moutsatson posted:

Jim and | both faculty in the College of Business, CMU. | always enjoyed our chats, and he often
made me laugh. He was a fine person, and | am glad to have had the opportunity to know him.Peter
Moutsatson

March 18 at 6:30 AM

George W. Aitken shared 2 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

Uncle Jim really enjoyed Mardi Gras in Louisiana!

March 13 at 6:10 PM

PAGE 6 OF 10



Tribute Wall James John Aitken

APR 19, 1940 - FEB 19, 2016

Patricia Banfield shared an album called New Album Name.

March 11 at 5:58 PM

@ Kathleen Long-Schultz April 19 at 4:04 PM
Cousin Jim was always ready with an antidote or great story to share. | enjoyed his wit and
company. Sorry we could not make the memorial. Kathleen Long-Schultz

@ George W. Aitken March 13 at 5:54 PM
Lot's of Great times with Uncle Jim! We will miss him dearly.R.l.P. Uncle Jim

Amy Squier-Yonkin lit a candle in honor of James.

February 21 at 6:57 AM

@ Amy Squier-Yonkin February 21 at 6:59 AM
Rest in Peace! You was one of a kind!!
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George W. Aitken shared 2 photos to the Tribute Wall album. March 13 at 6:10 PM
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Patricia Banfield shared a photo to the New Album Name album. March 11 at 5:58 PM

Jim and Marilyn in Florida
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring James by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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